
 
 
 

 

 

   
TEC/2010/784  16 December 2010 

 
Circulation: Lighting and Signalling IG 

Heavy CV TC 
Car and Light CV TC 
Trailer TC 
Truck IG 
Trailer IG 
CV Bodybuilders Section 
 

 
Action required:  For information 

 

Dear Member 
 

GOODS VEHICLES AND TRAILERS - CONSPICUITY MARKING GUIDELINES 
 

                          ********   RE ISSUE    ********* 
 
This re-issue includes an updated FTA Compliance Guide (correction to front page only) 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
See attached, for your information, a copy of the guide issued by the Freight Transport Association titled 
"Conspicuity marking requirements on goods vehicles” FTA Compliance Guide/Edition 1, November 
2010 
 
The Department for Transport intend to adopt this guide in 2011 and make it publically available on their 
website. 
 
Ref: LSWG - TEC/A/065/2010 - Item 14.2 
 

 
Yours faithfully, 

 
K ASHTON 

 
Technical Manager 

 
Atts. (1) 
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Enforcement by VOSA 

VOSA has issued instructions on enforcement action if vehicles 
or trailers are presented for test or encountered at roadside 
where rear marker plates are missing from vehicle/trailer types 
where they are normally required, and conspicuity markings are 
fitted in their place. 

Until the mandatory date of 10 July 2011, VOSA will only 
carry out checks on conspicuity markings where vehicles are 
encountered with no rear marker plates fitted. 

VOSA examiners will check that rear marker plates are fitted 
to vehicles which normally require them to be fitted (vehicles 
over 7,500kg and trailers over 3,500kg). If no rear marker plates 
are fitted, but the vehicle or trailer is instead fitted with rear 
conspicuity markings conforming to the requirements of UN 
ECE Regulation 48, then this will be acceptable and the vehicle/
trailer will not fail the check.

Rear conspicuity markings 
If conspicuity markings are fitted in place of the rear marker 
boards, VOSA examiners will carry out checks to confirm the 
following compliance requirements.

The lowest edge of the markings is between 250mm to •	
1,500mm from the ground. If 1,500mm is not practicable this 
can be increased to 2,100mm
The maximum height is as high as practicable but no lower •	
than 400mm from the upper extremity of vehicle/trailer
The conspicuity markings must not come within 200mm of a •	
mandatory stop lamp
The vertical aspects of the conspicuity markings should be as •	
close to the edge of the vehicle/trailer as practicable
The rear conspicuity markings shall be coloured red or yellow•	
The width of the conspicuity marking should be no less than •	
50mm and no more than 60mm

VOSA will include side and rear conspicuity marking in the 
annual test from 1 January 2012 and roadside checks from the 
same date. While it will expect all vehicles within the scope of 
the requirement to be marked, it recognises that derogations 
will apply in many cases. However, where fitted, VOSA will 
expect marking to be in good condition and correctly 
positioned.

Further information
The latest version of UN ECE Regulation 48 can be downloaded at: www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29/wp29regs/r48r6e.pdf

The Road Vehicle Lighting Regulation amendment detailing the new requirement for conspicuity markings  
can be downloaded at: www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2009/uksi_20093220_en_1

Conspicuity Tape
Suitable for curtainsiders and rigid vehicles

High Visibility Tape
Compliant with Regulation ECE104 

3M Diamond Grade™ Vehicle Marking Film is designed to clearly outline the side 
and rear perimeter of curtain and rigid sided trucks and enhance visibility and 
detection to up to 1,000m at night. This means an hgv may be seen by motorway 
drivers up to 8–9 seconds earlier than those without high visibility tape. 

Product features include superior reflectivity, excellent durability and ease of 
application. Marking your vehicles will provide enhanced safety for drivers and 
help to reduce accidents and save lives. 

Available in red, yellow and white

Conspicuity Tape – curtainsiders
50mm x 50m
Member/non-member: £155.00+VAT 
Code: 4311

Conspicuity Tape – rigid
55mm x 50m
Member/non-member: £140.00+VAT
Code: 4310

Visit www.shop.fta.co.uk or call 08717 11 11 11*  
to place your order or for more information

Shopfta – leading the way in transport supplies for 40 years 
Shopfta’s wide range of products to help ensure the compliance and safety of your operation

*Calls may be recorded for training purposes
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